Urban  District  Council  of  Norton-Bad  stock 


Annual  Boport  of  tho  Medical  Officor  of  Hoalth 
for  the  yoar  ended  Jlat  December,  1951* 


To  tho  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Norton-Bad stock  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  tho  honour  to  submit  my  annual  roport  on  the  sanitary  conditions 
and  health  of  your  District  for  tho  yoar  ondod  3 1st  Docorabor,  1951* 

SECTION  A, 


(1)  Aroa  (in  acros)  3*3^0. 

(2)  Population  (estimated)  11, 8/0  . 

(3)  Numbor  of  inhabited  houses  3»600. 

(4)  Batoablo  Value  (at  31/12/5I)  £45,359. 

(5)  Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  £179  -  8s. 


(6)  Chief  Industries 

Coal  Mining 
Agriculture 
Paper  Bag  Making 
Printing 
Glove  Making 
Wagon  Eepair  ’Works 

-  Timber  Constructional  Works. 

Unemployment. 

The  figures  of  those  unemployed  at  the  Midsomer  Norton  Labour 
Exchange,  per  month,  varied  between  tho  following  figures:-' 

Men  10  -  20;  Women  1  -  3» 

It  is  again  understood  that  those  pooplo  are  mostly  difficult  to 
employ  owing  to  their  physical  condition. 


Proscribed  particulars  in  the  Administration  of  tho  Factories  Act,  1937. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

(1)  Inspections  for  tho  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  hoalth  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

Numbor  of 
Written  Occupiers 
notices  prosecuted 


Promises 


Numbor  on 

Bogistcr 


Inspec¬ 

tions 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3*4  &  6 
are  to  be  onforced  by 
Local  Authorities  45 

(ii)  Factories  not  includod 
in  (i)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
Local  Authority  11 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
' enforced  by  Local 
Authority  (Excluding 
outworkers’  promises )  - 


TOTAL 


36 


36 


11 


47 


(2)  Cases  in  which  defects  wore  found:- 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Pound 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  By 

H.M.  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Overcrowding 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Unreasonable  temperature 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Inadequate  ventilation 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ineffective  draining  of  floors 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  Conveniences:- 

(a)  Insufficient 
(  b )  Unsuitable  or 

0 

0 

0 

0 

defective 

4 

4 

0 

4 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

0 

O' 

0  . 

0 

TOTAL  ’ 

6 

6 

0 

4 

Nurober  of  cases  in  which  prosecutions  were  instituted  -  NIL. 


Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork  -  Section  110. 


No. 

of  Outworkers  in  August 

Nature  of  Work 

Lis t. required' by  Soction  110(1) (c) 

Wearing  apparel  manufacture 

118 

Vital  Statistics .( Figures  in  brackets 

aro  comparative  figures  for 

England  and  Wales  ) . 

Births . 

Boys 

Girls 

Total. 

Live  Births:- 

Legitimate  J4 

89 

183 

I llogitimato  4 

3 

7 

98 

92 

1 

0  1 

O'' 

1 — 1 

l 

Still  Births :- 

Legitimate  3 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

7 

The  birth  rato  por  1,000  of  the 

estimated  population  ms  l6.0  (15*5)» 

(The  above  are  corrected  figures 

and  include  infants  born  outside  this 

District  to  parents  resident  in  this 
hospitals )  • 

District ; 

o.g.  Ill  births  occurred  m 

Deaths . 

Male 

Female 

Total. 

89 

77 

166 

Death  rato  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

Death  rate  from  puerperal  causes . . 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  agc:- 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  birth® 
.Illegitimate,  infants^per  1,000  live  births 


14.0  (12.5) 
0.0 

47.4  (29.6) 
47.4 
0.0 


Deaths  (Contd) 


Deaths  in  infants 

under 

1  year 

of  age:- 

Under  1  week 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

•  •  •  0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1-4  weeks 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0 

1-6  months 

000 

0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

.0  0  0 

6-12  months 

•  •  • 

0  0  0 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

0  0  0 

Causes  of  deaths  in  infants  under  1  year  of  age 

Congenital  Malformation  . 

Pneumonia . • «  . . .  . • »  •  • .  • • •  . . . 

Meningiti s  . 

Prematurity  . 

Portus  s is  . . »  .  .  »  » . .  .  * »  . . . 

Broncho  Pneumonia  ...  ...  . . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . 

Deaths  from  Measles .  ...  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  ...  . 

Causos  of  Deaths  were:- 

v  Male 


Cancer  7 
Heart  Disease  26 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage  or 

Thrombosis  4 
Other  Circulatory  Disease  2 
Pneumonia  3 
Broncho  Pneumonia  3 
Bronchitis  8 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2 
Silicosis  9 
As  thma  -  1 
Bronchiectasis  1 
Pertussis  0 
Prostatic  Disease  3 
Nephritis  5 
Diabetes  1 
Disease  of  Nervous  System  0 
Disease  of  Digestive  System  6 
Disease  of  Glandular  System  1 
Meningitis  '  1 
Senility  1 
Accident  1 
Suicide  0 
Congenital  Malformation  1 
Prematurity  1 


89 


4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

19 

o 

l 

0 

0 


Female 

12 

23 

8 

2 

2 

5 

3 
0 
0 
1 
0 
1 
0 

4 
1 
2 

5 
o 
0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

o 


77 


TOTAL  -  166 


SECTION  B. 

General  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area:- 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

(a)  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

(b)  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 

(c)  Temporary  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time). 

2.  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities, 

Provided  by  the  County  Laboratory,  Taunton. 

-3- 


( b  )  Ambulance  Facilities 


Under  the  control  of  .the  Health  Department  of  the  County 
Council*,'  Taunton.  _  The  service  is  excellent. 

A" car  service  is  also  provided  for  those  patients  requiring 
transport  to  hospital,  and  who  are  unfit  to  use  public  vehicles. 

In  this  District  this  service  is  working  more  smoothly  owing  to  the 
very  cooperative  and  helpful  attitude  of  the  local  staff,  who 
undertake  work  beyond  their  bare  duties. 

( c  )  Nursing  i'n  the  Home.  ■ 

The  District  Nuns  os  provide  an  excellent  service. 

The  Hone  Help  service  continues  to  be  of  great  value. 

( d )  Treatment/ Centres  and. Clinics.  - 

(i)  Tuberculosis 

A  satisfactory  service  continues  to  be  given,  under 
the  County  Council,  at  "Leigh  House",  Radstoclc.  Patients 
still  wait  for  long  periods  for  institutional  treatment, 
owing  to  the  bed  shortage,  and  a  more  vigorous  national 
campaign  to  eliminate  this  disease  is  still  awaited. 

Visits  from  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  were  welcomed 
in  this  District,  and  an  unusually  large  number  of  people, 
compared  to  other  areas,  availed  themselves  of  tho  service. 

( ii )  Venereal  Disease. 


Tho  nearest  clinics  are  at  Bath  and  Bristol. 

The  arrangements  are  adequate. 

(iii)  Infant  and  Child  Wo If are  Sorvicos 

Good  work  continues  in  unsuitable  promises. 

( iv )  Maternity  Services. 

The  Nurses  in  tho  homes,  and  the  Paul ton  Maternity 
Hospital  give  an  excellent  service.  Vigilance  to 
safeguard  tho  nutritional  standards  of  mothers,  when  prices 
are  rising,  is  necessary.  It  is  one  of  the  factors 
controlling  the  maternal  and  infant  mortality  rates. 

(v)  Dental  Treatment, 

The. Dental  Service  for  young  children  and  expectant 
mothers,  provided  by  the  County  Health  Authority,  is  not 
available  in  this  immediate  area. 

( vi )  Mental  Treatment. 

The  County  Health  Authority  undertakes  tho  supervision 
of  the  service  for  Mental  Patients. 

(vii)  No  action  has  been  taken  under  tho  National  Assistance 

Act,  1948. 

(e)  Hospital  Cases. 

Clavorton  Down  Isolation  Hospital  admits  cases  of  infectious 
disease  from  this  area.  Tho  authorities  continue  to  bo  holpful. 

The  problem  of  admission  of  urgont  cases  has  been  satisfactorily 
dealt  with  by  tho  establishment  of  tho  Bath  bod  Bureau.  It  is  now 
hoped  this  service  will  be.  proporly  used,  and  therefore  will  bo 
continued.  It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  that  tho  waiting 

/period 


(e)  Hospital  Cases  (contd) 


period  for  patients  needing  specialists’  advice  as  out-patients  is 
reduced.  The  continued  division  of  patients  into  paying  and 
non-paying  classes  is  disliked.  Modical  necessity  should  be  the 
only  criterion. 

3.  The  Elderly. 

The  awakening  public  interest  in  the  welfare  of  tho  elderly  is 
welcomed. 


SECTION  C. 


Sanitary  ci rcumstances  of  this  District:  - 

( 1 )  Water, 

Sources  of  supply:-  ■ 

(i)  The  Bottlehead  Springs  at  Bownhoad. 

(ii)  Downside  and  Gurney  Slade  Springs. 

( iii )  Chilcompton  Springs • 

\ 

The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

Tests  of  Kaw  water  during  the  year  have  boon  all  satisfactory. 

The  water  has  no  plumb o-solvont  action. 

No  form  of  contamination  is  known. 

With  few  exceptions,  all  houses  in  the  Urban  District  are 
supplied  direct. 

Extension  of  suprly. 

Extension  Has  been  made  to  the  now  housing  estates  at  Grove 
Wood  Rqad  and  Glebelands. 

No  Wate r  tests  from  wells  have  been  made  and  no  houses  are  supplied 

by  wells. 

(2)  The' Swimming  bath  is  appreciated  by  numbers  of  the  public. 

Tho  water  is  by  Council  supply.  Purification  is  by  Boll's  Filtration 
and  Chlorination  plant.  Three  samples  taken  were  satisfactory. 

( 3)  Sanitation. 

Two  modern  sewage  disposal  plants  serve  the  District,  and  the 
District  is  fully  served  with  sowers. 

The  proposal  to  sower  the  Thickotmead  area  and  replace  the  septic 
tanks  is  welcomed. 

There  are  20  pail  closets  in  the  area  and  3>350  water  closets. 

Two  closets  were  converted  to  the  water  carriage  .system  during  the  year. 

Some  of  the  older  terrace  typo  houses  have  shared  lavatories,  but 
most  of  these  houses  are  classed  as  unfit. 

(4 )  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  no  rogular  or  licensed  carping  sites.  There  are  estimated 
to  be,  on  an  average,  two  seasonal  carpers  in  tho  area. 


•<  a, 
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Housing* 


Houses 

Erected 

Houses  in 

Conversion 

Temporary. 

during 

yoar. 

Course  of 

to  Flats  or 

i . e .  Army  Huts 

Erection. 

Dwell 

Lings . 

etc. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Local  Authority 

84 

- 

51 

- 

- 

• 

Private  Enterprise 

4 

— „ 

,  , 

. 

1 

_ , 

TOTALS 

88 

. .  5.1_ 

1 

16  houses  of  tho  1951  programs  aro  not  yot  started. 


Tho  total  number  of  houses  in  tho  District  is  estimated  to  be  3,600, 
of  which,  695  are  owned  by  tho  Local  Authority. 


Number  of  rost-war  Houses  erected 
to  31st  December,  1951- 

Programme  for 

1952. 

By  Local  Authority 

By  F.  Enterprise 

By  Local  Authority 

By  P.  Enterprise 

244 

41 

30 

13 

(a)  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  District  on  which 

no  formal  action  has  been  taken  . 

(b)  Number  of  houses  that  have  been  condemned  under 

the  Housing  Acts  as  totally  unfit  . 

(c)  Number  of  houses  occupied  under  (a)  ... 

(b )  ... 

(d)  Number  of  houses  found  overcrowded  ...  . 


Houses  Required. 

(i)  To  replace  those  unfit  under  (a)  . 

(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding  ...  . .  . 

(iii)  To  overcome  unsatisfactory  conditions, 

o.g.  2  families  living  in  one  house,  such  conditions 
not  being  included  in  (i)  and  (ii)  . 


Tho  total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  houses 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was . . 


60 

41 

60 

20 

12 


60 

10 

300 

626 


Of  these  626  applications',  179  arQ  from  people  not  residing  in 
this  District* 


Whilst  there  is  little  statutory  overcrowding,  many  married  sons  and 
daughters  are  living  with  their  parents.  This  results  frequently  in 
unhappy  conditions. 

Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949. 

No  applications  have  been  received  by  the  Local  Authority  and  Ministry. 

Advantage  is  not  being  taken  of  the  opportunity  of  reconditioning  houses 
with  the  aid  of  a  grant. 

It  is  considered  that  housing  continues  to  be  the  major  p rob lorn  of  this 
District. 


SECTION  D. 


Food. 


I •  Milk . 

(a)  Number  of  Registered  Distributors 
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•  •  • 


•  •  • 


15 


*  I,  Milk,  (contd). 

(b)  Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Promises .  12 

(c)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to 
Distributors  with  dairies  outside  this 

District  ...  •••  . . .  .  * .  • « .  ««*  3 

Milk  Sampling,  \ 

75  samples  of  Pastourizod  milk  were  taken.  Of  those  68 
were  satisfactory  and  7  unsatisfactory. 

It  is  hoped  that  an  increasing  number  of  herds  will  bo 
Tuberculin  Tested,  and  that  an  ever  increasing  supply  of  T.T.  milk 
will  bo  available. 

II.  Ice  cream. 

Number  of  promises  rogistorod  for:- 

t 

(a )  'Manufacture  and  Retail  ...  3 

(b)  Manufacture  only  ...  ...  0 

(c)  Retail  only .  30 

It  is  not  yet  possible  to  have  samples  of  ico  cream  from 
this  District  tostod.  Tho  time  factor  in  reaching  the  laboratory 
preterits  this. 

4  \ 

III.  Moat. 


No  animals  are  slaughtered  in  this  District  except  under  emergency 
conditions,  and  Ministry  of  Pood  regulations. 

18  cwt.  of  meat  and  2  cwt.  of  fish  were  condemned  during ’the 

year. 

IV.  Restaurants  and  Canteens. 

Number  of  premises  rogistorod  under  Section  14 

of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  .  . ..  -30 

No  action  under  Section  15  of  this  Act  has  been  taken. 

On  the  whole,  the  general  conditi~ns  under  which  food  is  handled, 
though  somewhat  uneven,  are  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

There  havo  boon  isolated,  but  no  serious  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning. 

V.  Knackers  Yards . 

There  are  none  in  this  District.  ,  . 

VI.  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Sxamination  of  Food. 

Tho  County  Council  laboratories  at  Taunton  carry  out  any 
nocossary  examination. 

VII.  Nutrition. 

The  level  of  tho  health  and  physique  of  tho  childron  as  a  wholo 
is  considered  satisfactory. 


SECTION  E. 

Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disoasos  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  were 
notified  during  tho  yoar:- 
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Notifiable  Diseases,  (contd)* 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

Notified. 

to  Isolation  Hospital. 

Deaths 

Measles 

171 

0 

0 

LTio oping  Cough 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

1 

0 

Dys  entry 

2 

2 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

l 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

l 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

0 

Vaccination. 

No  vaccinations  have  boon  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  I9O7. 

It^is  thought  that  the  vaccination  state  in  this  country  is  becoming 
increasingly  unsatisfactory.  In  this  District  it  is  bad* 


Number  of  vaccinations  during  tho  ycar:- 

Prinary  Vaccination 


Under  1  year  n 
1-4  yoars  3 
5-14  yoars  0 
15  and  over  3 


19 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  tho  year. 
Immunization. 


Re-vaccination 

0 

0 

3 

16 


19 


Age  Primary  Innunizati-ns 

Under  5  years  98 

5-14  years  13 

159  Reinforcing  injections  were  givon  during  the  year. 

Tho  estimated  number  of  children  in  this  District  is:-* 

Ago. 


0-4  yoars  ...  964 

5-14  yoars  ...  1,696 

Scabies , 

The  few  cases  that  occur  are  treated  by  tho  family  doctor. 
Tuberculosis . 

Total  cases  Notified  Total  deaths 

Respiratory  15  2 

Non-rospiratory  2  n 


My  thanks  are  duo  to  uy  colleagues  for  thoir  groat  and  essential 
assistance  in  preparing  this  report, 

I  have  tho  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  A.H.  BULLS  ID  (DR). 
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